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Abstract

In the Islamic worldview, the Sunnah (the prophetic customs and
traditions, also commonly referred to as “the way of the Prophet”), held as the
second major source of Islamic legislation, serves to illuminate the rulings of the
Quran and embody the application of its values and principles These qualities
ensure the enduring relevance and universal applicability of its rulings, offering
a balanced framework that fosters human progress and civilizational advance.
As a divine revelation, the Sunnah extends beyond ethical and normative
boundaries, and intersects with modern epistemological debates and scientific
theories. Hence, it is incumbent upon scholars to explore the Quran and Sunnah
to tease out their profound wisdom, demonstrating the supremacy of Islamic
legislative sources and their capacity to benefit humanity, reform communities,
and provide divine guidance. A key concept in the humanities is “sustainable
development,” which was first introduced in the 1987 Brundtland Commission
report. This concept emphasizes the responsible use of resources to address
the needs of the current generations, while ensuring those of the generations
to come. Thus, this study aims to examine the concept of sustainable human
development as presented in the Sunnah, with a particular emphasis on its social
dimensions. It also investigates key aspects of this development, as outlined in
the 2020 Arab Human Development Report and offers an assessment of those
aspects in light of the Sunnah with the ultimate aim of demonstrating the
contributions of the Sunnah to this field. The study will highlight how the Sunnah
foresaw the core principles of sustainable development more than fourteen
centuries ago, in the social realm and beyond. Furthermore, the study affirms
that the social elements highlighted in the Sunnah—including the protection
of the human well-being, the right to education and intellectual growth, the
promotion of social peace and security, the right to work, the advancement
of justice and equality, and the assurance of political participation—serve as
essential foundations for achieving sustainable development.

Keywords: (Sustainable Development, Sunnah, the Arab Human
Development Report 2020).
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