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Abstract

This study conducts a semantic analy-
sis of four terms from Surat al-Bagarah that
are: (Janaf, Hanif, ghlf, rfth), in an attempt to
understand their semantic functions as key
concepts. The analysis aims to explore the
feasibility of constructing a semantic lexicon
of fundamental (key terms) in Qur'anic dis-
course, following the semantic theory pro-
posed by Toshihiko Izutsu in his work (Allah
wa-al-insan fi al-Qur’an). The study posits
that the development of key conceptual terms
is closely tied to the epistemological evolution
of receiving the discourse, and that the way a
term is conceptualized undergoes a transfor-
mation that may detach it from its inherited
meaning and assign it entirely new connota-
tions. This hypothesis is examined through an
analytical study of the semantic shifts of the
selected terms in relation to their historical
usage. One of the findings, for instance, shows
that the term (Hanif) was historically used in
varying epistemological contexts depending
on the prevailing knowledge frameworks. Prior
to Islam, it evoked a concept related to mono-
theism among idolaters, whereas the Qur’anic
discourse redefined it within a new referential
framework grounded in servitude to and the

oneness of God.

Keywords: Semantics, Key Terms, Lexi-

con, Qur'anic discourse, Toshihiko Izutsu.
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