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Abstract

Two things do not differ: the first is that
Arabic poetry is one of the most important
sources of knowledge of the history and culture
of the Arabs, and the second is that the Arabic
poetry that has reached us, especially the pre-
Islamic poetry, is only the tip of the iceberg.
Whoever reads what we have received of the
treasures of pre-Islamic poetry will rarely come
across the name of a female poet, as if poetry

was restricted to men.

Since ancient times, the sources of pre-
Islamic poetry have been full of poems by poets,
and women’s poems have not been chosen or
codified. Those interested in collecting and ex-
amining poetry continued following the approach
of Al-Asma‘i, Al-Mufaddal, and Abu Zaid Al-
Qurashi, and did not pay attention to the poetry
of pre-Islamic women. They were followed in this
by critics who created a linguistic dictionary that
made poetry an art that only men could master,
and an art in which women would never excel.
Despite some modest efforts by Al-Marzbani,
Al-Suyuti, and Abu Tammam, men’s poetry has
remained dominant in pre-Islamic poetry selec-

tions and critics’ studies to this day.

The problem that we raise in our study is
the relationship of the Arabic lexicography to the
study and criticism of ancient feminist poetry,
and the role that the linguistic dictionary of our
ancient critics played in excluding women from
the process of our Arabic poetry.

Keywords: Arabic lexicography, intersti-
tialism, criticism, ancient feminist poetry, mas-
culinity, layers, softness, Al-Asma'‘i, Al-Jumahi,

lamentation, culture, animal.
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