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Abstract

This study discusses the problem of the
Arab construction of the concepts of cultural
criticism at its philosophical, theoretical and
methodological levels, by comparing its reception
by critics and its reception in the critical diction-
ary.

At the philosophical level, it shows the
dominance of the traditional (literary) vision of
beauty over the awareness of the critic who ap-
proaches texts culturally. The vision of reconcili-
ation between the text’s concealment of ugliness
and aesthetics alike does not lead to anything but
an aesthetic awareness that approves of every-
thing the poet brings. It became clear that the
critical dictionary did not exceed the limits of this
vision in dealing with the concept of cultural aes-
thetics, with the exception of the pioneering dic-
tionary (Guide to Cultural Studies and Cultural
Criticism) which presented a different concept
for this term, although it still needs to increase

its definitional efficiency.

On the level of theory, the critics’ tendency
to traditional concepts of the term culture be-
came clear, in order to meet the need for liter-
ary criticism and to consolidate the superiority
of discourse, which in many applications hindered
cultural criticism from reaching results different
from the literary criticism. With the concept of
culture/ hegemony, from which the pioneers of
cultural criticism of literary texts started in the
West, which confirms the need to provide a care-
ful conceptual treatment of the term culture in

the postmodern critical dictionary.

At the level of the curriculum, it became
clear that the idea of the systems of conflict in
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cultural criticism still imposes a turbulent critical
understanding of the system itself. The implied
and apparent form become one system, and this
requires the process of a lexical screening of the
concepts of the cultural system in the Western
context, in order to clarify the premise of Al-Gha-
dami’s theory of these concepts, and the location
of other Arabic applications, so that the reader
is aware of the approach that should be made.
That he behaves to be his criticism of cultural
criticism.

Keywords: cultural criticism, critical dic-
tionary, cultural aesthetics, culture, systems.
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2-  Barker, Chris: The Sage Dictionary of Cultural Studies. London: Sage Publication, 2004,
P.43.
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2-  Jakobson, Linguistics and Poetics, in Modern criticism and Areader Theory Edited Da-
vid Lodge, Longman- London and New York, 1988, P. 32.
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