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Abstract

The article aims to explore the aesthetics of the paradox in the poem entitled «A
Letter to Mehyar Al-Dimashqi» by the poet Ali Al-Muttaqi. It is a prose poem that
highlights the poet’s dream to break with the heritage and rely on himself in one
moment of his life. Hence, the text takes us on a trip within the labyrinths of conflict
between the self and its roots and between the various references and backgrounds
that have pulled the contemporary man back and forth and led him to the worlds
of loss and wandering. All this is done without giving up the typical specifications
ensuring the poetic nature of the text and its communicative character. What are,
then, these specifications? Has the poet achieved his sought dream of exclusivity
and rebellion against the ‘father’ or has he been able to respond to the requirements
of modernity without actually abandoning the roots? The study uses the semiotic
approach without disclosing it. Therefore, it seems to evoke most of the options that
the sign bears before opting for the final interpretation and excluding the others by
resorting to the cultural context and dictates.

Keywords: Prose poem, modernity, aesthetics, paradox, Mehyar, destruction and
transcendence, poetic image, intertextuality, heritage symbols, Islamic reference.
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