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Abstract

This research aspires to provide an innovative idea about the role of
electronic Arabic dictionaries in learning Arabic as a second language. It aims
at providing to what extent Arabic electronic dictionary is effective in learn-
ing Arabic for non-native speakers.

It is based on the assumption that it is likely to be effective. So, it nec-
essarily searches in the fact of its use in order to determine the necessary
ways to achieve this effectiveness, taking «Visual Bilingual Dictionary (ara-
bic-english)» produced by the British company «Dorling Kindersley» under
the supervision of a team of specialists such as Colin Walton and Musson
Tracy and others as a model for studying. It presents it and it discusses its
way of thematic classification. Then, it proposes a development of its content
starting from its simple printed version. Such a development includes pho-
netic transcription, syntax, grammar, examples, idiomatic expressions and all
options, which help learners in consolidating new words. Its entries will be
linked with the service of linguistic information, which electronic thematic
visual dictionaries miss. Moreover, it explains how it functions with respect to
Arabic specificity on one Hand, and non- native speakers needs on the other
hand. It concludes in the end to the most important results.

Keywords: Electronic dictionary - effective electronic dictionary - learn-
ing Arabic for non-native speakers - electronic bilingual dictionary.
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