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Abstract

The Arabic language is recognized by a great position and prestige on the
Hausa people for being the language of religion and worship, and this effect
is due to the two main factors: trade and Islam, A direct contact took place
between them through Arab merchants who brought their commodities to
sell in the Hausa countries, and the relationship began to generate influence
little by little. The same is the religious factor that made the Arabic language
influence in the languages of the people of those who converted to Islam, in-
cluding the Hausa people, and occupies a place for the need of their children
for their vocabulary and expressions with which they perform the rituals of
Islam, every Muslim in the world - regardless of his mother tongue - learns
at least some expressions such as: (Peace be upon you), (I bear witness that
there is no god but God and | bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger
of God) and they memorize Surat (Al-Fatiha) and Some of the short chap-
ters of the surah, and further study of Islamic teachings requires knowledge
of more of the heritage of the Arabic language, especially the Holy Quran
and the Sunnah of the Prophet. Muslims also try to master Arabic in order
to build on the jurisprudential and moral religious heritage from its Arab
sources, Therefore, the Arabic language affected the Hausa language from
this factor, and it won the prestigious position, and becomes an official lan-
guage in the Hausa land before its colonization, and the Arabic language was
currently taught in all educational stages, starting from the primary stage up
to the university level in governmental and non-governmental schools, This
research tries to unveil this impact and position of Arabic language in Hausa
land, and from the historical-descriptive method, the research reached many
results, including: the Arabic language influenced in the Hausa language and
gained the highest position due to trade and religion. The status of the Ara-
bic language in the Hausa country led to it becoming the official language in
the country for a whole century, and that the level of linguistic influence be-
tween Arabic and the Hausa language reached its peak and made the Hausa
language borrow many words and many phrases from the Arabic language.
Arabic Hausa literature was also influenced by Arabic literature in terms of
form and content, both poetry and prose.

Keywords: Hausa language - Arabic language - lexical borrowing - Islam.
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