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Abstract

The study discusses the theme of narcissism in modern Canadian literature in some major
works of Margaret Lawrence, Margaret Atwood, and Robert Kroetsch. It analyzes how, in the
context of the Canadian identity crisis, their works incorporated elements of the Narcissus myth
that had helped shape the signifying structures of much contemporary literature. The study
also aims at investigating how the myth of «Narcissus» influences the selection and treatment
of symbols, images, and characters in contemporary Canadian literature.

The study adopts the text-analytic and psychoanalytic approaches in probing the psychological
depths of the ostensibly supposed narcissistic characters in the Canadian novel. The Narcis-
sistic characters in these works appear because of the psychological effects that social changes
produce on the manifestations of personality: perspectives of individuality, identity formation
and the questionability of transcendence. Hence, the study also focuses on identifying the fea-
tures of the current preoccupation with the self that justify the classification of contemporary
Canadian literature as narcissistic; in addition to recognizing the extent of the shift to which the
concept of self or identity has been idealized because of a series of struggles against oppressive
society and the oppression of other nations as the case with the Canadians themselves.

Thus, the study also unveils the fact that the problem of «self-realization» in the Canadian
society does not come out only through the relationship with the other; that is, the Canadians
can overcome their psychological problems, restore their psychological balance, and realize their
identity, only if they realize the truth about themselves, as well as the reality of others.

Keywords: Narcissism, ldentity crisis, Narcisssu Myth, Canaadian literature, self-realization, In-
dividuality, Margaret Laurence, Margaret Atwood, Robert Kroetsch.
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House of Anansi, 1971, Print.
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1-  Milton Wilson, «Klein>s Drowned Poet: Variations on an Old Theme,» Canadian Litera-
ture, 6 (Autumn 1960), pp. 5-17.

2-  Sigmund Freud, «The Theory of the Libido: Narcissism,» A General Introduction to
Psychoanalysis, New York: Liveright, 1963, p. 360.

3-  Grace Stuart, Narcissus: A Psychological Study of Self-love, London: George Allen and
Unwin, 1956.

4~ Shirley Sugerman, Sin and Madness: Studies in Narcissism, Philadelphia: Westminster
P, 1976.

5-  Christopher Lasch, The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in an Age of Diminishing
Expectations, New York: Norton, 1978.
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1- Margaret Laurence, The Fire-Dwellers, Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1969.
2-  Margaret Laurence, The Stone Angel. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1980.
3-  Margaret Laurence, The Diviners, London: McClelland and Stewart, 1974.

4-  Robert Kroetsch, Badlands, Don Mills, Ontario: Paperjacks, 1976.

5-  Robert Kroetsch, The Studhorse Man, London, 1969

6- Margaret Atwood, Surfacing, Don Mills, Ontario: Paperjacks, 1973.
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3-  Ovid: 3:405, p. 153: «So may he himself love and not gain the thing he loves!»
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1-  Stuart, p.26.
2-  William Roland D. Fairbairn, An Object-Relations Theory of the personality, Basic
Books, 1954.
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1-  Octave Mannoni, Prospero and Caliban: The Psychology of Colonialization, Toronto:
McCelland and Stewart, 1991.
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1-  William Robertson Davies, «Self-Imprisoned To Keep The World At Bay,» New York
Times Book Review, (1964 June), Section 7, 4-5.
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1- Karen Horney, Neurosis and Human Growth: The Struggle Toward Self-Realization.
London: Routledge,1965.

2-  Margaret Laurence, «The Rain Child,» in The Tomorrow-Tamer and Other Stories, To-
ronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1970, Pp.125-134.
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1-  Cooley,Dennis.(1983).Essays onand about Margaret Laurence. George Woodcock(Ed.),
Edmonton: NeWest P, PP.35-39.
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1-  William H. New, «Every Now And Then: Voice And Language In Laurence>s The Stone
Angel," in A Place To Stand On: Essays on and about Margaret Laurence, George
Woodcock (Ed.), Edmonton: NeWest P, 1983, pp.175-178.
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1- Doris May Lessing, The Golden Notebook, New York, 1973.

2-  Linda Hutcheon: «Transformers: Canadian Female Novelists and the Challenge of Tra-
dition,» Square: Canadian Women’s Writing. Shirley Newman and Samaru Camborelli
(Eds.), Edmonton, 1986, pp. 219-27.
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1- Gayle Greene: «Margaret Laurence’s The Diviners: The Uses of the Past» in Critical
Approaches to the Fiction of Margaret Lawrence, Colin Nicholson (Ed.), Macmillan,
1990. Pp. 177-207.
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1- George Woodcock, «The Human Elements: Margaret Laurence’s Fiction,» in David
Helwig (Ed.), The Human Elements,Ottawa: Oberon, 1978, p. 158.
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1- Theresia Quigley, «Surfacing: A Critical Study.» Antigonish Review, Part (34), 1978:
77-78.

2-  Sherrill Grace and Lorraine Weir (Eds.), Margaret Atwood: Language, Text, and Sys-
tem, Canada, 1983.
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1-  Annis Pratt, Archetypal Patterns in Women’s Fiction. Brighton: The Harvester P, 1982.
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